
WORKING POVERTY IN TORONTO: AN

OVERVIEW

“We believe that through higher wages,

better job stability, anti-racism strategies,

and more effective support programs,

Toronto could reduce and even eradicate

working poverty.” (41)Younger adults are most likely to be affected by working

poverty, though it has increased for all ages (28)

has an after-tax income below the Low-Income

Measure (LIM)*     *$22,133 in 2015

has earnings of at least $3,000 a year

 is between the ages of 18–64

 is not a student, and 

lives independently. (14)

What does "working poor" mean?

Who is impacted by working poverty?

Working poverty in the Toronto region is

growing. Over the past two decades, working

poverty rates have increased continuously. 

 

A rise in precarious work, part-time work, and low-

wage service work are key factors here.

What changes could make a difference?

Working people whose income falls below the poverty line are

sometimes described as the "working poor." The Metcalf

Foundation defines working poverty as someone who:

 

Across job sectors, working poverty has increased the

most for people working in sales and service (24)

63% of working people living in poverty are racialized (7)

Toronto's inner suburbs (e.g. Scarborough) have the

highest rates of working poverty in the region (18)

Summary of data from "The Working Poor in the Toronto Region: A closer look

at the increasing numbers," John Stapleton, Carl James & Kofi Hope, 2019
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WORKING POVERTY  / GEOGRAPHY

Toronto CMA overall

City of Toronto

North York

East York

Scarborough

Etobicoke

+10.5% 

+7.5% 

+1.6%

+0.6%

-2.6%

-5.2%

7.0%

5.6%

9.4%

8.7%

8.5%

9.7%

7.2%

Percentage of working poor, Toronto Census Metropolitan Area

(CMA), 2016 

Toronto CMA overall

City of Toronto

North York

East York

Scarborough

Etobicoke

Outer "905"

Percent commuting to work an hour or more, by ethno-cultural group,

Toronto CMA, 2016

Latin American

Chinese

Filipino

West Asian

South Asian

Black

White

24.7%

22.6%

18.7%

18.4%

20.8%

14.9%

20.3%

Scarborough has the highest concentration of working people

living in poverty in the Toronto region. (18)

 

The inner suburbs are seeing job losses while downtown sees job

gains: the City of Toronto has seen more than 7% in job gains over

the past decade, while the inner suburbs of Scarborough and

Etobicoke have seen overall job loss, and North York and East

York have seen job gains of under 2%. (33)

 

Working poverty is expanding into the inner and outer suburbs. 

 One reason this is significant is because it shows that "fewer

low-wage workers are able to afford to live within close proximity

to their work." (41)

 

Black workers and other racialized workers are much more likely

to commute for longer than an hour to work. This isn't just

inconvenient-- it means "costs associated with travel and time

away from home and family." (39)

Percentage of job gains and job losses, Toronto CMA, 2006 - 2016

(from Figure 4, p. 18)

(from Figure 18, p. 39)(from Figure 15, p. 33)

Summary of data from "The Working Poor in the Toronto Region: A closer look

at the increasing numbers," John Stapleton, Carl James & Kofi Hope, 2019



WORKING POVERTY  / RACIALIZATION
Summary of data from "The Working Poor in the Toronto Region: A closer look

at the increasing numbers," John Stapleton, Carl James & Kofi Hope, 2019
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Nearly two-thirds of working people living in poverty in

Toronto are racialized (63%). 

Since racialized people make up only 46% of Toronto's overall

workforce, this means that these communities are over-

represented among the working poor population. (7)

MEN, 18 - 64

WOMEN, 18 - 64

Racialized populations

White population

Working poverty rates by race and gender, Toronto CMA, 2016

Racialized populations

White population

11.1%

4.8%

8.2%

4.7%Working poverty in Toronto's Black workforce

"The Black population has the highest percentage of working poverty,

among both the immigrant population and those born in Canada." (35)

"Clearly, responses and strategies to working poverty

need to be rooted in an analysis of anti-Black racism,

and be designed to address systemic and structural issues

that continue to marginalize the Black community.” (40)

While for many communities, data shows that Canadian-born children

of new immigrants fare better than their immigrant parents, this is not

the case for the Black community in Toronto: "High rates of working

poverty persist among second and subsequent generations of the Black

community." (40)

Working poverty rates among racialized groups: further

breakdown, Toronto CMA, 2016
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(from Figure 13, p. 30)

(from Figure 13, p. 30)


